
Beginning Theology: 
Being a Missionary Disciple Today

Defining Mission in a post-Christendom world
The word occurs sparingly in the English translation of the Bible. It stems from the Latin verb mitto (with missio being the noun form) and simply means ‘to send’. Mitto is a translation of the Greek verb apostello which occurs over 130 times in the New Testament and means ‘to send’ or ‘to send out’. It is also the linguistic origin of the term ‘Apostle’. 

Mission as sending 
In the New Testament there are three great sendings which are connected with the Good News of the gospel. 	
1. The sending by the Father of his son Jesus into the world (Luke 9.48). 
2. The sending of the Spirit. (John 14.2
3. The sending of the church into the world by Jesus himself: As you have sent me into the world so I have sent them into the world. (John 17.18)
‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you’. When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’. (John 20.20-21)

Missionary disciples
Mission is not just a program of the church. It defines the church as God’s sent people. Either we are defined by mission, or we reduce the scope of the gospel and the mandate of the church. Thus our challenge today is to move from church with mission to missional church. 
Guder & Barrett, Missional Church, a Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: W.B Pub, 1998) p. 6



A missional way of reading Scripture (a missional hermeneutic)
Fundamentally our mission (if it is biblically informed and validated) means our committed participation as God’s people at God’s invitation and command, in God’s own mission within the history of the world for the redemption of God’s creation. Wright, The Mission of God, Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative (Oxford: IVP. 2006) p.22-3

Abraham – the first missionary disciple? 
the purpose of the call is to fashion an alternative community in creation gone awry, to embody in human history the power of the blessing. It is the hope of God that in this new family all human history can be brought to the unity and harmony intended by the one who calls. Brueggemann, Walter, Genesis: Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching Genesis, (John Knox Press, 1982), p.105 
[bookmark: _Hlk101360707]I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.[a]
3 I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
                                       will be blessed through you.  (Genesis 12:2-3)

4 Theological principles for practice that we can draw from Abraham’s story. 
a. Mission starts and ends with God (Missio Dei)
b. Mission involves the particular and the universal
c. Mission is about blessing as well as saving 
d. Mission involves community

The Example of Thessalonica: 
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 Thessalonians 1.2-3)
· Faith 
· Hope 
· Love
