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Beginning Theology: John’s Gospel
Rachael Wooldridge
Structure

a. John 1:1-18: Prologue

b. John 2-12: Public Ministry
Selected sayings, meetings, miracles, signs that point to who Jesus is, showing the glory of God, yet as set out in John 1:11 “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.” Concludes with the raising of Lazarus from the dead.

c. John. 13-17: Private Ministry (With his disciples - Farewell Discourses) 

There is a plot to kill Jesus and he enters Jerusalem, it’s from here the focus begins to his approaching death, that his hour has come. 

Jesus is preparing his disciples for the mission to the world on which he will send them. The word cosmos occurs no less then forty times in the 5 chapters which begin here.

“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” - John 1:12

d. John 18-21: Jesus’ passion & resurrection 
The cross is the moment of Jesus’ glory being most clearly revealed, because when Jesus is lifted up he will draw all men to himself (John 12:32). Resembles the Synoptic narratives more closely than any other part of the gospel.

John 1 – The Uniqueness of John’s Gospel

Read John 1:1-18 
How is this opening different to the Synoptic Gospels? What are some of the key words and phrases? What is this gospel writer doing?

John has a distinct vocabulary from the synoptic gospels, he frequently uses the language belief, life, light, love, the world, know, word, truth in a way the others do not (shared with Johannine epistles & the Book of Revelation).


Theme 1: Creation / Genesis cf. Jn. 1:1-5

Retelling the Genesis 1 creation story but putting Jesus at the heart of it. In Genesis, God creates through his words, creating light and life. 
In John’s Gospel, God creates through the word, who is Jesus, and who is himself the light and the life.



Theme 2: The divinity of Jesus cf. Jn. 1:1-5

John Gospel doesn’t just tell us what Jesus did, or say, but also reflects on the meaning of this. It seeks to tell us something about who Jesus is, not just what he did. John has a theological purpose in describing the events in the way he does - his gospel is theology in narrative form.




Theme 3: Belief cf. Jn. 1:6-13

“Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” - John 20:30-31


Theme 4: The relationship between Father & the Son (cf. Jn. 1:14-18)

John 1:18
18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.


John 5:19-20
“Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does…

John 12:49 – 50
For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”

Theme 5: Who is Jesus? Jn. 1:19-23


‘God said to Moses, “I AM who I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” – Exodus 3:14




7 “I AM” sayings 
1. The bread of life
2. the light of the world 
3. The door of the sheep
4. the good shepherd
5. the resurrection & the life
6. the way the truth and the life
7. the true vine


7 “Signs”
1.5,000
2. Turning water into wine,
3. healing of an official’s son
4. healing the paralytic
5. walking on water
6. healing the blind man
7. the raising of Lazarus
8. Jesus’ resurrection
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