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Beginning Theology
 Trinity
Jane Williams & Grace Bally-Balogun
1. God the Holy Trinity
When Christians say ‘God’, this is who we mean: One God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This is not an ‘optional extra’

2. Why do we believe God is Trinity: because of Jesus
· The Father sends the Son
· Jesus calls God Father.
· Jesus promises the Holy Spirit 
· Jesus functions as God cf. judging, freeing from sin, ‘before Abraham was, I am’ 
· Jesus is raised from the dead and ascended into eternity
· Continuing presence of Jesus through the Holy Spirit
· The Holy Spirit teaches us to say ‘Abba, Father’; the Holy Spirit enables us to witness
· But we continue to be monotheists.



3. Persons
God the Father
· God the Father is the person of the Trinity who is the principle of the Son and the Holy Spirit though having no principle himself.
God the Son
· God the Son is the divine person who is the Word spoken by God the Father; he is the perfect image of the Father; he is one in being with the Father, who begat the Son from eternity and in the fullness of time sent the Son to be born in human flesh in order to redeem those the Father has given him. 
God the Holy Spirit
· The Holy Spirit is the third member of the Triune God and, as such, is fully God and fully personal.
4. Is the doctrine of the Trinity in the Bible?
John 1.1-5 Creation: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God’
Luke 1.35 Incarnation: ‘”The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will  be holy; he will be called Son of God’
Acts 1.8 Mission: ‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses’
Romans 8.15-17 Discipleship: ‘When we cry “Abba! Father! It is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God … joint heirs with Christ’.

5. Only this God makes sense of our beliefs 
· We can only say ‘God is love’ if God is Trinity
· Why would a god who is not Trinity create?
· Why would a god who is not Trinity invite human beings into relationship? 
Activity: Summarise: why must God be Trinity if God is love? Why must God be Trinity if God is creator?

6. The Trinity and our discipleship
· Church
‘The church is the sign that the Spirit plants on earth as witness to the Father and the Son. The Spirit bears witness and the church is the witness the Spirit bears’ (David S. Yeago in Knowing the Triune God, Eerdmans 2001, p. 63)
· Prayer
‘Why do we pray? God already knows everything, so isn’t it presumptuous to think we could somehow “get” God to do something? Is prayer just between us and God, with us as pitiful creatures abject before the Almighty, hoping to wring some little concession from the divine mercy? Certainly, we have more than a few clues that this is a false picture indeed. Jesus taught the disciples that the first words to say in prayer are “Our Father”, so our prayer must be something we do in fellowship with Jesus, namely talking with his Father and ours. In turn, that means we are talking not to an anonymous and inscrutable deity but to someone Jesus knows intimately and whom we are being invited to know in him. We have Paul’s numerous references to the role of the Holy Spirit in our prayer, particularly in his letter to the Romans. “For we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words” (Romans 8.26). Paul suggest that we better give up the idea that we are the ones praying at all…If God is God  because of the loving communion of the Trinity, then when we pray we are invited more deeply into this exchange of love. Prayer is really God happening in us, you could say, or – more accurately – our coming into fuller being as we pray in the divine communion. So when we ask for things in prayer, we are not trying to coax God into doing something God had never thought of until we happened along with the bright idea. Instead, God is trying to renew our minds and hearts in the likeness of the divine yearning.’

· Commitment to transformation of society
Matthew 25.31-46
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