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Who’s in Charge?
David Emerton

1. Jesus is Lord
· “This Jesus whom you crucified … God has made him both Lord and Messiah” (Acts 2:36; cf., Acts 2:33)
· “[Jesus] ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.” (The Nicene Creed)

1A. The kingdom of God
· The core message of Jesus (see Luke 4.43; Mark 1.14-15; Matthew 4.17)
· What is the kingdom of God?
· Jewish context / the 1st century state of Israel
· Alexander the Great and Hellenization
· The rise of Rome (Pompey the Great) and Roman rule & brutality.
· The hoped-for kingdom of God
· ”Jews longed for the day when they would not be ruled by the Roman emperor or even by the pseudo-royal house of Herod but would have God alone for their sovereign. The phrase “kingdom of God” denoted, not a place where God ruled, but rather the fact that God ruled—or, rather, that he soon would rule, because he certainly was not doing so at present in the way he intended to do.  Other lords had usurped his unique role as the sovereign of Israel.” (N.T. Wright, “The Mission and Message of Jesus.”)
· The time when Israel’s God would act to end Israel’s oppression and establish His reign of peace and justice.

· Jesus is the Messiah of God
· “The time has come…” (Mark 1.15)
· The kingdom of God is inaugurated on the earth in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
· “In the actions of Jesus—acts of healing, cleansing, feeding, forgiving—a new governance is now unmistakably in effect.” (Walter Brueggemann, “Evangelism and Discipleship”)
· Israel’s dream, but not as she dreamt it!
· Explosive! “Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed … Who, then, is this I hear such things about?” (Luke 9: 7, 9)
· The death of Jesus delivers the deathblow to sin, evil, and death.
· The resurrection of Jesus is God’s promise of salvation, of a new creation (see Revelation 21:1).
· The kingdom of God will be consummated on the earth on the day that Jesus comes again.

· The good news of God’s gospel is the truth that Jesus is Lord, that Jesus is the world’s true sovereign, and that the entire world is in relation to both God’s ‘Yes’ and ‘No’.
· It is a truth that is an invitation to move from death to life, requiring a decision to “follow-after” Jesus or not.
· It is a truth that affects everyone and everything, changing political, financial, cultural, moral, and social reality.

—Is the kingdom of God an attractive truth for the church and the world? Why? Or why not?

—What difference does it make to life, to live in light of the truth that Jesus is Lord?

2. Dietrich Bonhoeffer
· German theologian, church pastor, and martyr (4th February 1906—9th April 1945)

· The idea of a status confessionis
· “God wants a place in which, until the end of the world, God’s word is again and again spoken, pronounced, delivered, expounded, and spread.” (Bonhoeffer, Ethics)
· The Confessing Church: Jesus first
· “Jesus Christ … is the one Word of God … We reject the false teaching that the church can and must recognise yet other happenings and powers, personalities and truths as divine revelation alongside this one Word of God.” (The Barmen ‘Theological Declaration,’ 1934)
· A call to live under “costly grace.”
· “[Costly grace] is costly, because it calls to discipleship; it is grace, because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly, because it costs people their lives; it is grace, because it thereby makes them live. It is costly, because it condemns sin; it is grace, because it justifies the sinner. Above all, grace is costly because it was costly to God, because it cost God the life of God’s Son. … Above all, it is grace because the life of God’s Son was not too costly for God to give in order to make us live.” (Bonhoeffer, Discipleship)
· “Cheap grace is preaching forgiveness without repentance; it is baptism without the discipline of community; it is the Lord’s Supper without confession of sin; it is absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without the living, incarnate Jesus Christ.” (Bonhoeffer, Discipleship)

· Embodied costly grace
· ‘We are not to simply bandage the wounds of victims beneath the wheels of injustice; we are to drive a spoke into the wheel itself.” (Bonhoeffer, “The Church and the Jewish Question”)
· To confess that Jesus is Lord is to act accordingly.
· 1920: Bonhoeffer announces he intends to become a pastor and theologian—his family is not pleased!
· 1933: Bonhoeffer makes his radio address on “The Führer Principle.”
· 1935–1937: Bonhoeffer establishes and leads the Preacher’s Seminary of the Confessing Church at Finkenwalde.
· 1939: Bonhoeffer goes to, but comes back from, America.
· 1940–1941: Bonhoeffer is banned from public speaking and publishing.
· 1940: Bonhoeffer signs-up to the Abwehr as a military intelligence agent.
· 1943: Bonhoeffer is arrested and imprisoned.
· 1945: Bonhoeffer is executed.

3. So what?
· The call of the disciple is to confess the truth that Jesus is Lord. But what might this mean for you today, in a world saturated by the pernicious ideologies of many, many “isms”?

· To reject the claims of any other “would-be king.”

· To follow-after Jesus in such a way that Jesus is our first and final love.

· To confess the truth that Jesus is Lord with words.
· Romans 10.14
· kérussó—literally, to herald, to proclaim, to announce, to preach, a message publicly, with conviction and persuasion.
· A call to repentance: “Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15)
· A call to change beliefs, allegiance, loyalties, and lifestyle—a performed (or enacted) confession.

· To confess the truth that Jesus is Lord in action.
· Working for the renewal and putting right of creation—saying ‘no’ to the power of sin, evil, and death with Spirit-inspired practical and tangible action.
· “Every act of love, gratitude and kindness; every work of art or music inspired by the love of God and delight in the beauty of his creation; every minute spent teaching a severely handicapped child to read or walk; every act of care and nurture, of comfort and support for one’s fellow human being’s, and for that matter one’s fellow non-human creatures; and of course every prayer; all Spirit-led teaching, every deed which spreads the gospel, builds up the church, embraces and embodies holiness rather than corruption, and makes the name of Jesus honoured in the world – all of this will find its way through the resurrecting power of God, into the new creation which God will one day make.” (Tom Wright, Surprised by Hope)
· But doing so in our own unique way!
· “What could the call to follow Jesus mean today for the worker, the businessman [or woman], the farmer, or the soldier? … Could it bring an intolerable dilemma into the existence of persons working in the world who are Christian? … Where will the call to discipleship lead those who follow it? What decisions and painful separations will it entail? We must take this question to him who alone knows the answer. Only Jesus Christ, who bids us follow him, knows where the path will lead. But we know that it will be a path full of mercy beyond measure.” (Bonhoeffer, Discipleship)
· A path for which God, and God alone, equips us to walk, by God’s own gracious and empowering presence.

4. Some suggested reading
· Dietrich Bonhoeffer, [The Cost of] Discipleship (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2003).
· Christiane Tietz, Theologian of Resistance: The Life and Thought of Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2016).
· N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird, Jesus and the Powers: Christian political witness in an age of totalitarian terror and dysfunctional democracies (London: SPCK, 2024).
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