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A. Bible as Story

Efferent 
Reading

Aesthetic 
Reading

Focus on action to be 
carried out after reading
e.g. instructions

Focus on experience 
of reading
e.g. novel



A. Bible as Story

“I can only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ if I 
can answer the prior question, ‘Of what story do I find 

myself a part?’” 

– Alasdair MacIntyre 



A. Bible as Story

“Human beings tell stories because this is how we 
perceive, and indeed relate to, the world… A story… [is] 

the best way of talking about the way the world 
actually is… the whole point of Christianity is that it 

offers a story which is the story of the whole world. It is 
public truth” 

- N.T. Wright



B. The Story of the Bible

1. The Beginnings 2. Getting to the 
Promised Land

3. Living in the Land

4. Exile 5. Divided Kingdom 6. United Kingdom

7. Return 8. Jesus 9. Early Church

Deuteronomy
Ezekiel
Ezra
Genesis
Habakkuk
Hebrews
Judges
Luke
Proverbs
Romans
Ruth
2 Samuel



B. The Story of the Bible

The Beginnings

Genesis

Getting to the Promised Land

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy

Living in the Land

Judges, Ruth

Exile

Esther, Ezekiel, Daniel, Isaiah, 
Lamentations

Divided Kingdom

2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, Jonah, Amos, 
Hosea, Micah, Obadiah, Nahum 
Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah

United Kingdom

2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles

Return

Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah, 
Malachi

Jesus

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

Early Church

Rom, Acts, 1/2 Cor, Gal, Eph, Phil, Col, 
James, Jude, 1/2 Pet, 1/2 Tim, 1/2 

Thes, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, 1/2/3 
John, Revelation 

1 Samuel
Joshua

1 Kings
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Outside the Story: 

Job
Psalms

Joel
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs



C. Themes in the Bible

Noahic Covenant Mosaic CovenantAbrahamic Covenant Davidic Covenant New Covenant



C. Themes in the Bible

Prophet Priest King



C. Themes in the Bible
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