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What’s Trending?
Dr Sara Schumacher

What are the questions of our age? 






What is the good life? 

· ‘the good toward which humans are meant to strive…the ultimate goal of our striving along with the values that determine what is truly worth desiring.‘[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Miroslav Volf and Matthew Croasmun, For the Life of the World: Theology that Makes a Difference, (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2019), 13.] 

· ‘a set of explicit or implicit convictions about what it means for us to lead life well, for our life to go well, and for it to feel right, convictions that guide—or should guide—all our desires and efforts.’[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Ibid., 16.] 

· ‘A vision of the good life captures our hearts and imaginations not by providing a set of rules or ideas, but by painting a picture of what it looks like for us to flourish and live well. This is why such pictures are communicated most powerfully in stories, legends, myths, plays, novels and films rather than dissertations, messages, and monographs.’[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  James K.A. Smith, Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2009), 53. For a more accessible version, please see James K.A. Smith, You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2016). ] 





The Christian Vision of the Good Life

the purpose of theology ‘to discern, articulate, and commend visions of flourishing life in light of God’s self-revelation in Jesus Christ.’[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Volf & Croasmun, For the Life of the World, 11.] 



CREATION:



FALL:



REDEMPTION:



NEW CREATION:



‘Awareness of these tensions makes it possible to willingly accept certain limitations to flourishing without giving up on the vision of its fullness.’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ibid., 163.] 


‘The reality is that Jesus means it when he says that he has come to bring people abundant life. This includes life now, not just an ethereal future. That flourishing life begins the moment anyone becomes a part of Jesus through faith and hope in him. But our happiness is not complete, and life is mysteriously found in the midst of pain and loss, not in everything getting better and better. Life and happiness are found, not by searching out the perfect Instagram photo that we can tag with #blessed, but in learning to embrace the fullness of life’s emotions and circumstances—dark and bright—through the virtue of hope.’[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Jonathan T. Pennington, Jesus the Great Philosopher: Rediscovering the Wisdom Needed for the Good Life (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2020), 220.] 
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