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Bible Overview
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The Whole Bible in One Hour

The Bible is a library of 66 books containing many different types of literature, written over a 1500 year period by 40+ different writers.

39 books of the OT can be split into 17-5-17: roughly defined as History-Wisdom-Prophets. Both 17s can be split into 5-12: 5 books attributed to Moses and 12 other historical books; 5 books written by the major prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel) and 12 by the minor prophets. This is one way to divide them. There are a number of others. 

27 books in the NT contain 4 gospels and Acts; 13 letters attributed to Paul, 9 other letters from other early Christian leaders, and Revelation. 

This overview will be from a Christological perspective: seeing the grand narrative of the Bible as a coherent story of of creation, fall, the calling and struggles of God’s people, the incarnation, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the calling of the church to continue Jesus’ mission, and the eventual return of Christ to bring about the restoration of all things. 

Genesis
Creation
Fall (Eden/Cain and Abel/Lamech/Flood/Babel)
Calling of Abraham and Sarah
Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel
Joseph – Israel end up in Egypt

Exodus
Slavery
Freedom
God’s name – Yahweh
Covenant
Nation
Jesus’ use of term (Luke 9.31)

Leviticus
The giving of the Law

Numbers
40 years in the desert

Deuteronomy
On the edge of the promised land

Joshua
Taking the land

Judges/Ruth
Revivals, redeemers and saviours

1 and 2 Samuel
Samuel, Saul, David

1 and 2 Kings
Solomon, the Temple, the divided kingdom, the prophets, the Exiles (North 722BC, South 586/7)

1 and 2 Chronicles
Genealogies, David, Solomon, focused more on Judah (south), Exile

Ezra and Nehemiah
Return from exile (539BC), rebuilding the temple and the city

Esther
During the exile

Wisdom books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs

Prophets call the rulers to be just, call the people back to God, point to both future judgement and deliverance.

Major Prophets: 
Isaiah: The servant
Jeremiah/Lamentations: New Covenant
Ezekiel: Good Shepherd
Daniel: Son of Man

Minor Prophets:
Hosea: forgiveness for adultery
Joel: Spirit poured out on all flesh
Amos: let justice flow
Obadiah: the kingdom with be the Lord’s 
Jonah: sign of Jonah 
Micah: a ruler emerging from Bethlehem from ancient times 
Nahum: the feet of one who brings good news
Habakkuk: the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord 
Zephaniah: mighty to save 
Haggai: glory of the new house will be greater than the old 
Zechariah: a king bringing salvation and riding on a donkey, a God who is pierced 
Malachi: a messenger who will prepare the way of the Lord

Matthew – Jesus as a new Moses bringing deliverance

Mark – Peter’s story?

Luke-Acts – a two part history of the most unlikely people meeting Jesus and being transformed

John – that you might believe and have life. A new creation story. 

Different angles on the same story. 

Paul’s letters
Romans: the gospel for everyone
1-2 Corinthians: love at the heart of it all, Gods power in our weakness 
Galatians: faith not works
Ephesians: Immeasurably more 
Philippians: Rejoice!  
Colossians: Do it all in the name of Jesus
1-2 Thessalonians: Jesus is coming back! 
1-2 Timothy: Leadership advice
Titus: Cross cultural mission 
Philemon: Forgiveness

Hebrews: Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus
James: Faith without works is dead
1-2 Peter: Persevering through suffering
1,2,3 John: Love and light in the darkness
Jude: Dealing with false teaching
Revelation: Making all things new
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